Snacks

We ask that parents donate items for snacks once a month. Prairie Pals follows the requirements set by The
Department of Children and Family Services. Parents are asked to bring a drink and food item once a month. Drinks
may be milk or 100% juice. Food items may include fruits, vegetables, cheese, lunchmeat or items with the main
ingredient as flour. We are a nut free school, so please check the label to avoid nuts or items produced in a plant that
processes nuts.

Fundraisers

We will be having two main fundraisers throughout the school year. Half of the money raised goes
towards providing the preschool with new materials and equipment. The second half of the money raised goes
towards staff bonuses to help with Christmas and Summer. We appreciate help in developing these efforts.

Oswego Prairie Christian Foundation

Prairie Pals Christian Preschool is a ministry of The Oswego Prairie Christian Foundation (OPCF). This
foundation has a committee that governs the preschool. You may reach the committee or the director at the
preschool office if there are any concerns or questions with the program.

The Oswego Prairie Church is our founding organization and continues to support our preschool both
financially and with the sharing of space and staff. Your family is welcome to participate in the full range of
ministries at Oswego Prairie. Feel free to contact the church office for more details at 630.554.8274.

Trinityds Litt]| &locktal in thikvilld? & sestsr@rbgmanoolf Prairie Pals Preschool.
For more information, visit www.LittleHandsPreschool.org.

Summer classes are offered through OPCF and Oswego Prairie Church. Prairie Church also offers
vacation bible school during the summer month. The summer programs are times of fun and faith building that is
always a wonderful experience which introduces children to their new school or renews old friendships.

Thank you for your interest in our program! We look forward to getting to know you and your child!

Prairie Pals Preschool

Parent Handbook for the 2009 - 2010 school year

Prairie Pals is a preschool filled with Love.

Love of learning Love of others Love of God.

Prairie Pals Christian Preschool
1217 Wolfs Crossing Road
Oswego, lllinois 60543

Phone: (630) 551 - 7143
Fax: (630) 364 - 5804

Website: www.prairiepals.org



Dear Parents and Caregivers, Dramatic Play

Dramatic play promotes imaginative growth and problem solving. The children also develop social skills as they

.. .. . . . role-play and communicate with one another.
Welcome to Prairie Pals Christian Preschool! We are so excited to give your child a head Py

start on their personal, social, academic, and spiritual growth!

Large Motor
The children will be given time each day for large motor activities. These activities promote the use of
This non-denominational Christian program emphasizes strong academics and age coordination and aids in developing muscle mass for balance and strength.
appropriate faith experiences. Our program offers a variety of learning experiences that will
hel p devel op your childdés independence, soci al FieldTrips
de-Slgned for optlma_l learning. We limit each _classroom_to a ma?(lmum of ten (_:hlldren' The There will be field trips scheduled for the children to further develop their educational
Chlld tO teaChel’ I’atIOS are kept Sma“ tO pI’OVIdE the Chlldren Wlth the a.ttentlon that they neEd growth Parents need to provide transportation and an adult Chaperone for the field tr|p
to effectively learn.
Daily Schedule
Prairie Pals is certified by The Department of Children and Family Services and follows A schedule of the daily activities is posted in each classroom.
all rules in accordance.
The staff at Prairie Pals aims to give your child the highest quality preschool D|SC|pI|ne Policies
experience. 1T you have any questions or concerns, please contact the director at any time. Our program implements a behavioral program that is based on natural consequences. The classrooms will have

a three-card system; green, yellow, and red. All children will begin on green each day. A warning will be given for
inappropriate behavior. A second warning will result in movement to yellow and a third warning movement to red. Physical
confrontations such as hitting and kicking will result in immediate movement to yellow. If the children stay on green for
the day, they will receive a sticker for positive behavior. The children can then earn prizes when they have earned
enough stickers. We want to reward the children for their good behavior and correct the inappropriate.

Welcome to our preschool!

Cheryl Price

Preschool Director We are not equipped for one on one care at our preschool. 1f a child requires this attention, we reserve the
right to dismiss or terminate the child from the program. Prairie Pals reserves the right to terminate a child who has
three bathroom accidents in a school year.

Mission Statement

Prairie Pals Preschool provides an academic, social, and spiritual program that will help children develop Pare nta| |nvolvement
physically, emotionally, and cognitively. We provide an
building their faith, self-esteem, and a foundation for education. Volunteers
Parents are essential in our preschool program! Parents are encouraged to volunteer in the classroom to get a
Centel‘ ProgramS hands on experience. Please prearrange volunteer time with yc
Prairie Pals serves children from the age of three to five with three programs. Prairie Pals offers a three welcomed to visit at any time.
year old preschool, four year old preschool, and a Pre-Kindergarten program. Our programs are designed for age
appropriate learning that combines Christian concepts. The three year old and four year old programs cover a Our program offers many events throughout the school year in which parents can be
letter a week, along with recognition of shapes, colors, and many other age appropriate concepts that ready involved. Prairie Pals hosts a Halloween party, Thanksgiving feast, Christmas program, Easter
children for Kindergarten. The afternoon Pre-Kindergarten program covers a letter a day, addition , subtraction, party, and a Graduation/Moving-up ceremony. Parents are encouraged to volunteer to help. It
time, money and many other skills necessary for Kindergarten preparation. All programs intend to give the provides a great chance to be involved and see how much the children accomplish!

children the highest academic experience.

Page 2 Prairie Pals Preschool Parent Handbook 2009 fi 2010 Page 7



Confidentiality

Family history and childrends personal i nformati on
information is kept confidential and used for the program purpose only. This policy may only be broken in the case
of abuse or neglect. Federal law mandates all preschool employees to report any suspected abuse or neglect
to the Department of Children and Family Services. It is the responsibility of the staff to comply with
this law.

Curriculum

Prairie Pals strives to provide a positive environment that will ready children for Kindergarten. Our
teachers give children the academic tools they need while nurturing their emotional and developmental needs. We
also seek to provide the children with an age appropriate spiritual basis. The children will have a daily Bible
Story and Chapel Chat in the sanctuary weekly.

Our program also includes the goals of the state of lllinois Early Learning Project. These are goals
created by the Illinois Early Learning Council to coordinate Pre-Kindergarten and Head Start programs.

We will have parent/teacher conferences twice during the school year. Teachers will assess the children
on material that has been covered. You may schedule a conference at any time if there are any concerns or
questions.

Story and Reading Time

Reading is fundamental in the development of language and listening skills. 1t expands language and
develops vocabulary. We include reading and story time daily in our activities within our program. We strive to
help the children develop an appreciation and love for books.

Math and Science

Our math and science curriculum encourages experimentation and exploration with a variety of materials.
As children experiment and play, they develop skills in problem solving. Many activities are used to promote
cognitive growth in this area.

Art

Children express themselves in a variety of ways. Using art, the children have the opportunity to be
creative and show who they are. This area is important to develop independence and self-esteem. This also
develops fine motor skills and cognitive learning.
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Program Selections

3 Year Old Programs 3 Year Old Program

Tuesday & Thursday

9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. or 9:30 a.m. /i 12:00 p.m.
$130 month

4 Year Old Programs

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday

9:30 a.m.i 12:00 p.m.

$175 month

4-5 Year Old Pre - K Programs

Mondayfi Thursday afternoons

12:30 p.m. i 3:00 p.m. or 1:00 p.m. i 3:30 p.m.
$215 month

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday
9:00 a.m.i 11:30 a.m. or 9:30 a.m.fi 12:00 p.m.
$175 month

Eligibility
In order for a child to be eligible to attend Prairie Pals Preschool, (s)he must meet the following criteria:

1. Must be at least three years of age.

2. Child must be fully potty trained and able to take care of all bathroom needs independently. A child
wearing Pull-Ups is not considered fully trained.

3. A complete health record and medical statement signed by a physician must be provided. This includes
a physical, TB test, and lead test. This must be done within six months prior to the start date.

4. All children are eligible regardless of creed, sex, national, or ethnic origin.

Financial Information

A $40 non-refundable registration fee is required for all programs to secure a place in the classroom for
the school year.

A security deposit, half of one month&és tuition
who compl ete the school year, the security deposit wi
complete the school year, the security deposit is non-refundable. 1f the security deposit has been paid and the
child is withdrawn prior to the start of the school year, the deposit will only be refunded if we were notified of
the withdrawal prior to the August 1.

If you wish to withdraw your child from the program, please submit a signed letter to the director.
Please include the final date that your child will attend. Payments are required for two weeks from the date the
withdrawal letter is received.

Tuition payments are due on the first day of each month. Payments received after the 7" of the month
will incur a $15.00 late fee. Checks are to be made to Oswego Prairie Christian Foundation (OPCF). Payments may
be brought to the school, mailed, or payment may be made on Paypal on our website, www.prairiepals.org. Payment
is necessary regardless of attendance or days off.

I there is an outstanding balance of one month and payment arrangements have not been made with the
center, your child may be removed from the program. If you are having difficulties making payments, please
contact the director to discuss possible payment arrangements.

All Oswego Prairie Church members will receive a 10% discount on their tuition.

Parent Handbook 2009 fi 2010 Page 3

pay men

b



Birth Certificate Medical Procedures

For first time students, parents must provide a certif Emergencies
reliable proof of identity and age of the child within 30 days of orientation. We will make a copy of the
certificate and return the original to you. 1T a certified copy of the birth certificate is not available, you must
submit a passport, visa or other governmental documentati o
affidavit or notorized letter explaining the inability to produce a certified copy of the birth certificate. We are

required by law to notify the lllinois State Police or local law enforcement agency if you fail to provide the
documentation within 30 days. 1. Paramedics will be called to the center by a staff member with the 911 procedure.

Our program requires permission to treat children with basic first aide when
necessary. If there is an incident that requires more than basic first aide, the following
procedures will apply:

2. A parent/guardian will be called. If he/she cannot be reached, the emergency contacts
will be called.

: : : 3. If contacts cannot be made, the child will be taken to the emergency room with a staff member. She will remain
Arrlval and D|Sm|ssa| with the child until a contact arrives. o

If your child will not be attending, please notify the school prior to the start of
class. A late fee of $1.00 per minute will be charged after five minutes of tardiness when
picking up your child. Please call if you are going to be late. This does not waive the fee,
however it does allow us to reassure your child that you are on your way. Staff members
will not hold the child responsible for late pick-up and will discuss the issue only with the

parent and never with the child.

The preschool will not assume responsibility for any child not signed in upon arrival; however, we do ensure the
proper procedures are followed. The preschool is not responsible for anything that may happen as a result of false
information given on any forms completed. If alternative medical care is requested by a parent or guardian, we will
notify paramedics and emergency room personnel. We will make your wishes known to professionals; however, we are
obligated to provide emergency care for your child.

We will have staff outside during arrival and departure for your convenience. A staff member will come
out to the vehicle and have you sign your child in or out. The child will then be escorted to or from the vehicle for

their safety. Upon arriving late to the start of preschool, please escort your child into the building. Accident Reports
We will only allow your child to depart with those authorized. Any other arrangements must be given in Staff is required to fill out an accident report if any injury occurs. Parents are to read the accident report and

writing by the parent or caregiver. ldentification will be requested from anyone who is unfamiliar to the staff. then sign accordingly. Parents will receive a copy. The original will be kept by the preschool.

Days Off Medication

Medication should be administered prior to or following preschool. If medication is required during preschool

Prairie Pals follows Oswego District #308 School calendar. School closures include all full day breaks and .
hours, please contact the director.

holidays. School will be in session at Prairie Pals on days where District #308 has half days.

If District #308 is closed due to snowfall or other weather emergencies, Prairie Pals will also be closed.
For up to date information on school closings, listen to local radio or television stations (WGN, WBBM, WBBM-FM, Sick Pollcy
WFYR, WUSN, WSPY). We encourage all parents to join the Prairie Pals Ning network (like Face Book). Network For the childrenés protection, if a child has any of these
members will receive school closing emails, a well as informational emails throughout the year.
Fever of 101 degrees Fahrenheit or higher

Undiagnosed rash

.- : T : Vomitin
Pesticide Application Registry e
iarrhea
Prairie Pals practices Integrated Pest Management, a program that combines, preventative techniques, non- S I
evere co

chemical pest control methods and the appropriate use of pesticides with a preference for the products that are
least harmful to human health and the environment. Applications are only made when deemed necessary to control
a pest problem. We are establishing a registry of people who wish to be notified prior to pesticide applications. To

be included in the registry please notify wus in writing. P Children who have been absent with a fever should not return to school until the temperature has been
name and the date.

Contagious illness

normal for 24 hours. Children who have vomited or had diarrhea should not return until 24 hours after the

last incident.
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